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School Year Program 
One on One Academic Tutor Application



Breakthrough Cambridge Information

Breakthrough Cambridge (BTC) is a year-round academic enrichment program that creates paths to college for middle school students with high potential but limited opportunities, while promoting careers in education. Using a students-teaching-students model, BTC provides dynamic, tuition-free academic programs in the summer and during the school year.  Our younger students gain the skills and motivation to succeed in rigorous high school programs.  Meanwhile, our program empowers older students to teach – every member of our teaching faculty is a high school or college student.  Teachers gain hands-on experience in every aspect of education, while also receiving training and support from BTC’s full-time staff.  Our small student to teacher ratio fosters close relationships, mentoring and fun!

Major Programs 

BTC’s acclaimed Middle School Program is a fun, rigorous, year-round academic program that includes an intensive 6-week Summer Program and a School Year Program. BTC recruits in each of the 12 sixth grade classrooms in the Cambridge Public Schools and at the Banneker Charter School. The organization accepts students who are willing to make a multi-year commitment to the program, are serious about pursuing the goal of college, and have a demonstrated need. Following the two-year middle school commitment, students enter the High School Program to ensure success in college-track classes and admittance to a 4-year college. Ongoing services include advocacy, college access support, and summer internship opportunities. 

School Year Program

BTC students are admitted to the program as rising seventh graders and commit to two summers and two school years of participation. The School Year Program includes the After School Program (ASP) and the Tutoring Program. Students attend the ASP every Tuesday during their seventh and eighth grade years. The ASP aims to engage students, provide academic support, and continue the spirited, supportive Breakthrough community that is created during the summer. The Tutoring Program, based at the Cambridge Public Library’s main branch, offers one-on-one academic support three days a week to both high school and middle school students. At BTC, we want students to learn and to have fun – and all this after a long day at school!  ASP Teachers and Tutors therefore need to be resourceful, creative and energetic. 

TUTORING 
Tutors must commit to at least one 60 minute afternoon tutoring session per week for an entire semester. While BTC facilitates the entire process (identifying students, matching students and tutors, contacting teachers to get feedback on student challenge areas), flexibility and initiative on the part of the tutor is critical. Once you are accepted and paired with a student, details such as day, time, and subject/skill focus will be determined. Tutoring is offered to BTC middle school and high school students.  
Tutors function as academic assistants and mentors to the students we serve. 
We are looking for motivated high school and college students who will take this critical role very seriously.



Tutoring Program Logistics

Tutoring Program


Cambridge Public Library, Main Branch




Location, Dates and Times

449 Broadway in Cambridge 

Fall Semester September 28th – December 15th 






Spring Semester February 1st – June 7th  
Tutoring generally takes place on Wednesdays and Thursdays 2:30 – 6:00 and Saturdays 10:00 – 4:00.  If you are interested in tutoring but your schedule is not compatible with these times, please contact Tommy Goodwin at the Breakthrough Cambridge Office for other options.

(In addition to these times, high school tutoring will take place 
on Mondays and Tuesdays from 2:30-6:00 and Sundays from 
1:00- 4:00) 
CPS Holidays/No Tutoring

Thu, Sept 29th (Rosh Hashanah)






Mon Oct 10th (Columbus Day)






Mon Nov 7th (Eid Al Adha)

Fri, Nov 11th (Veteran’s Day)





Wed, Nov 23rd – Fri, Nov 25th (Thanksgiving Break)





Mon, Feb 20th – Fri, Feb 24th (February Vacation)

Fri, April 6th (Good Friday) 

Mon, April 16th – Fri, April 20th (April Vacation)
Mon, May 28th (Memorial Day)


Training Sessions* (Mandatory)
Tutors must attend one 90 minute training session. 

(If these dates & times conflict with your schedule, please contact us for additional options.)

Fall Semester 


Wednesday September 21st 5:00 - 6:30

OR

Saturday September 24th 9:00 - 10:30

Application Information
We encourage you to submit your application as soon as possible, because admissions are rolling.

Applications can be submitted in any of the following ways (though email is preferred):
Email (preferred): 
anaik@breakthroughcambridge.org 
Mail: 


Amee Naik



High School Program Director
Breakthrough Cambridge

P.O. Box 381486

Cambridge, MA 02238-1486

Fax:


(617) 349-6810

Drop Off:

Kennedy-Longfellow School, 158 Spring Street, Room 306 (M-F, 9-5)

Questions? Call Amee at (617) 349-6647 (office) or (617) 599-9825 (cell)

Breakthrough cambridge 
Tutor Application
I. Personal Information

First Name



Middle Name



Last Name

Mailing Address

City, State, Zip

Phone number (home or dorm)


Cell phone

Email address (please PRINT clearly!)

School






Year



Major
Summerbridge/Breakthrough Experience (if any)

Ethnic Background




Languages Spoken (besides English)

___________________

Gender

II. Position Preferences 

Check all that apply:

· I would like to apply to be a MIDDLE SCHOOL TUTOR with the BTC Tutoring Program. 
· I would like to apply to be a HIGH SCHOOL TUTOR* with the BTC Tutoring Program. 

Please check ALL availability: 
	
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	
	
	Saturday

	2:30 – 3:30
	
	
	
	10:00 – 11:00
	

	3:00 – 4:00
	
	
	
	11:00 – 12:00
	

	3:30 – 4:30
	
	
	
	12:00 – 1:00
	

	4:00 – 5:00
	
	
	
	1:00 – 2:00
	

	4:30 – 5:30
	
	
	
	2:00 – 3:00
	

	5:00 – 6:00
	
	
	
	3:00 – 4:00
	


 *If you are interested in working with a high school student, please indicate if you are available on Monday or Tuesday between 2:30-6 pm or on Sunday afternoons between 1-4 pm.  If your availability does not fit within the dates and times above, please contact Tommy Goodwin at the Breakthrough Cambridge office for additional options.
_________________________________________________________________________
III. School Transcripts (unofficial copies are acceptable)
*Transcripts are unnecessary for professional volunteers.
___ 
A copy of a recent transcript is on its way.

___
A recent transcript is enclosed!

___
BTC already has a copy of my transcript.

IV. References (for applicants new to BTC)

Please provide us with the name, email address and phone number of two people who know you well.  These could be former employers, teachers, professors, coaches, or club/activity leaders; they should not be friends or family.

Reference #1
Name: ___________________________________________________

Relationship: __________________________________________________________

Phone: ​​______________________ Email: __________________________________

Reference #2
Name: _ _____________________________________________________

Relationship: _____________________________________________________________

Phone: (______)__________________ Email: __________________________________

V. Experience               

Please attach a resume or list any work or volunteer experience that would be relevant to your work at BTC. 

Position #1: ___________________________________ Time frame: ​____________________________

Position Description: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Position #2: ___________________________________ Time frame: ​____________________________

Position Description: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
VI. 
Student Volunteers:  Please answer the Free-Response Questions below.

Professional Volunteers:  Please submit a cover letter explaining your motivation for working with our students.

 
Free-Response Questions 
Please answer the following questions in detail.

1. Why do you want to work with middle school or high school students at Breakthrough Cambridge? 
2. Describe in detail a previous job or volunteer position that you have held that you feel will benefit you in this position. What did you learn from the experience and how might it impact your work at Breakthrough? 
Please choose ONE of the following questions and respond in detail.  

3. Adolescence can be a tumultuous time for young people. In your opinion, what do middle school and high school students need in a role model? How would you approach the challenge of serving in this capacity?
4. There are inherent challenges to working with a student only once a week at the end of a long school day: students can be tired, restless, or distracted, and it can be difficult to build relationships in such a short time period. As a result, resourcefulness and a positive attitude are crucial traits in tutors! Describe and reflect on a difficult situation when you showed the ability to be resourceful and positive.
